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repressed, the law was enforced, fraud and pillage
were checked; France had never known so vigorous
an administration at home, she had. never exercised
such Influence abroad; her armies were victorious,
her territories were Increased, she controlled the
destinies of Europe. The statesman by whom such
things were accomplished was surely a great man.

That he was a kindly man, or a merciful man, or
a lovable man was said by neither friend nor foe.
The axe fell so often on persons of high degree that
when Marshal Saint Geran was on his death-bed In
1632, he said to those around him:4< They will not
recognise me in the other world, for it is a long time
since a marshal of France has gone there with a
head on his shoulders."

With everyone who plays a great part In the
world, the question arises as to the permanence of
his work: have the results affected posterity and
modified national and social development ? In the
administrative system of France we can still find
traces of Richelieu's influence. It was his policy
to concentrate the power of the Government; he
did not believe in the division of authority or in
local self-rule. In this there was Indeed nothing
new, but under Richelieu centralisation became the
recognised and established theory of French govern-
ment. Louis XIV. perfected what the Cardinal
had designed, and the tendency thus given French
administration has been permanent. The present
French system rests on the basis established by the
genius of Napoleon, but he followed in the beaten
paths of the old regime.isorder   wase of
